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cameos; those having the design sunk be-
low the surface are called intaglios. Early
specimens of cut gems are seen in the seara-
baei, or beetle-shaped, signets worn in rings
by the ancient Egyptians. Among the
Greeks, Etruscans and Romans, gem sculp-
ture held a high place, reaching its highest
point under Augustus. Modern gem engrav-
ing dates from the beginning of the fifteenth
century, the chief seats of the art being
Italy and Germany. Rome is now the head-
quarters of the seal-engraving art.
From the earliest times precious stones
have held definite meanings to people. As-
trologers, or those who professed to read the
stars, believed that precious stones also in-
fluenced the lives of people, and from the
first century there was a special stone dedi-
cated to each month of the year. Even wise
men wore gems as charms, believing them
to ward off disease and to bring good for-
tune. All ancient peoples of civilization used
gems, and ascribed to each stone some spe-
cial influence. In the Bible there are many
references to precious stones; those worn on
the breastplate of the High Priest were
among the most significant features of his
attire (Exodus XXVIII, 15-30). In the
following passage the Jewish historian as-
cribes miraculous properties to these stones:
From the stones which the High Priest
wore there emanated a light, as often as God
was present at the sacrifice; that which was
worn on the right shoulder instead of a clasp,
emitting" a radiance sufficient to give light to
those far away, although the stone previously
looked its splendor.
See Gems, Artificial; Birthstones; also
articles on the gems named in the beginning1
of this article.
PREDESTESTA'TIOBr, a term used in
Christian theology, derived from the Latin
words meaning determined beforehand. In
general, it means that God in the beginning
so made the universe that everything that oc-
curs in it is inevitable. As applied specific-
ally to the life of man, the doctrine involves
the belief that God "appointed certain men
unto salvation/' others to reprobation. The
conception is a logical outgrowth of the be-
lief that salvation in this world of sin would
be impossible unless foreordained by God.
It was developed by John Calvin, its chief
supporter. It is opposed to the doctrine of
free will, and has few adherents to-day.
PREEMPTION, a right given under early
public land laws to citizens of the United
 States, by which they could buy quarter-sec-
tions of the public land for a nominal price,
by complying with certain conditions. A
citizen who entered a preemption claim was
given preference over all other persons. The
preemption laws differed from the homestead
laws in not requiring occupation or cultiva-
tion. They were repealed in 1891, because
of abuses that had become general. See
homestead laws; lands, public.
In international law, preemption is the
right of one nation to seize property belong-
ing to another nation, while it is being
shipped across the former's territory. The
right is used only in the case of property that
is or may be contraband of war, and full
value is given to the owner of the property.
See international* law.
PREMIES,, pre meeif, meaning first, is the
chief officer of state in a government Cab-
inet. He is known variously as Prime Min-
ister, Chancellor, Grand Vizier, etc. In the
constitutional nations of Europe, the Cabinet
form of government, as fully developed by
England, has been more or less faithfully
copied, consequently there is in each of these
countries an official corresponding to the
English Premier. Canada and Australia
have Premiers, but the United States has no
such officer; its Secretary of State is not at
all like the Premier of England. He does
not select the other members of the Cabinet,
is not superior to them, and is not responsi-
ble to Congress.
The Premier in Canada. As the members
of the Cabinet only hold office as long as they
are supported by a majority in the House of
Commons, most of the Ministers are members
of the lower house, though several are always
Senators. The Ministry, therefore, is practic-
ally a committee made up of members of both
Houses. Its head is known as the Premier or
Prime Minister, though he is legally known
as President of the Privy Council.
The title Premier originates from the fact
that, as in England, he is the first called on
to form a new Ministry. As the leader of a
political party and as a man of commanding
influence and ability, he is chosen to lead the
Houses and control the government. It may
be safely said, as a rule, that the govern-
ment's policy is Ms policy, though each in-
dividual Minister has the right to communi-
cate directly with the Governor-General, on
all important public matters. Communica-
tion between the Cabinet and the Governor-^

